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Why should I bother to vote?

By Ken Ulric

Election Day is Tuesday, November 3rd.
What a shame that this most precious of Ameri-
can rights is all too often ignored. In 2024, 64%
of possible registered voters didn’t bother to turn
out. In real numbers, nearly 90 million registered
voters didn’t bother - more than the total who
voted for either Trump or Harris. We can’t let
that happen again. There’s too much at stake: the
future of Social Security, the future of Medi-
care, the future of public education, the future of
so many things vital to all of us.

NYSUT has endorsed candidates who support
the position most beneficial to our members.
Melinda Person, NYSUT president, said: “Who
we elect right now will shape the future of our
schools and communities. It’s critical that we
send leaders to Washington who understand
what’s at stake for public education and working
families. NYSUT endorses candidates who have
proven themselves as advocates who will push
for the resources, respect and opportunities our
educators and students deserve. Supporting them
ensures we continue moving forward, not back-
ward.”

The message here is, very simply, “Vote.”
Check out this information from the American
Federation of Teachers that is vital to exercising
your right according to the U.S. Constitution:

https://aft.turbovote.org/ .

How does NYSUT decide who deserves our en-
dorsements?

NYSUT’s endorsements are NEVER based on
party. They are based on a very strict examination
of each candidate’s responses to a questionnaire
and to interviews with the political action team.
All candidates are invited to participate but not all
do (this year, one candidate for Congress on Long
Island did not respond to repeated requests to sub

mit appropriate documents and to come in for an
Interview.) On Long Island this year, 77% of
endorsed candidates for State Assembly are Dem-
ocrats and 23% are Republicans. In the State Sen-
ate, the results are reversed: 78 % of endorsed
candidates are Republicans and 23% are Demo-
crats. NYSUT does not endorse in Federal elec-
tions, but we do recommend endorsements to our
national unions, the AFT and the NEA. We rec-
ommended in two of those and opted for “no en-
dorsement” in two others. That means that people
are encouraged in those cases to check out the
candidates and make their own choices.

Here’s the process:

e Political action coordinators in each state sen-
ate district send out invitations to candidates to
complete a questionnaire and come in for an
interview with the Long Island PAC team. The
questionnaire examines the candidate’s
position on items important to NYSUT and, if
the candidate is an incumbent, examines his/
her voting record on similar issues.

e The candidate is invited to participate in an
interview with the County PAC team.

e A meeting is held and attended by the County
PAC team and presidents of NYSUT locals
within that County. The PAC team explains its
recommendations and the presidents vote on
their recommendations.

e The recommendations of the PAC team and
presidents are presented to the entire statewide
PAC team and NYSUT’s political staff. Dis-
cussion and a vote take place.

o The results of the decision of the statewide
vote are presented to the NYSUT board of di-
rectors, and a final vote is taken. Ultimately,
the final decision is made by the Board of Di-
rectors and is based on how well the candi-
date’s positions mesh with NYSUT’s.

Please consider the endorsements
in this newsletter when you are
planning your vote.



https://aft.turbovote.org/

NYSUT Endorsements: New York State Senate

SD N.Y. State Senate Endorsements SD N.Y. State Senate Endorsements
1 Anthony Palumbo

2 Mario Mattera 31 Robert Jackson

3 Dean Murray 32 Luis Sepulveda

4 Monica Martinez 33 J. Gustavo Rivera

5 Steve Rhoads 34 Nathalia Fernandez
6 Siela Bynoe 35 Andrea Stewart-Cousins
7 Jake Blumencranz 36 Jamaal Bailey

8 Jarrett Gandolfo 37 Shelley Mayer

9 Patricia Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick 39 Lisa Radhika Kaul
10 James Sanders Jr 40 Peter Harckham

11 Toby Ann Stavisky 41 Michelle Hinchey
12 Aber Kawas 42 James Skoufis

13 Jessica Gonzalez-Rojas 44 Jim Tedisco

14 Leroy Comrie 45 Daniel Stec

15 Joseph Addabbo 46 Patricia Fahy

16 John Liu 47 Erik Bottcher

17 Larry He 48 Rachel May

18 Julia Salazar 49 Mark Walczyk

19 Roxanne Persaud 50 Chris Ryan

20 Zellnor Myrie 51 Michele Frazier

21 Kevin Parker 52 Lea Webb

22 Sam Sutton 53 Joseph Griffo

23 Jessica Scarcella-Spanton 54 Pamela Helming
25 Jabari Brisport 55 Samra Brouk

26 Andrew Gounardes 56 Jeremy Cooney

27 Grace Lee 57 Victoria Guite-Williams
28 Liz Krueger 59 Kristen Gonzalez
29 José Serrano 61 Jon Rivera

30 Cordell Cleare 63 April N.M. Baskin

https://www.nysut.org/resources/special-resources-sites/voter-quide/endorsements

NYSUT Endorsements: New York State House of Representatives

cb House of Representatives Endorse- cb House of Representatives Endorse-
ment Recommendations ment Recommendations

3 Tom Suozzi 15 Ritchie Torres

4 Laura Gillen 16 George Latimer

5 Gregory Meeks 17 Cait Conley

6 Grace Meng 18 Pat Ryan

7 Claire Valdez 19 Josh Riley

8 Hakeem Jeffries 20 Paul Tonko

9 Yvette Clarke 21 Blake Gendebien

10 Brad Lander 22 John Mannion

11 Michael DeCillis 23 Aaron Gies

12 Micah Lasher 24 Alissa Ellman

13 Darializa Avila Chevalier 25 Joseph Morelle

14 Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez 26 Tim Kennedy



https://www.nysut.org/resources/special-resources-sites/voter-guide/endorsements
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Early Voting in New York State
2026 General Election Early Voting: October 24th through November 1st

Early Voting Locations

Voters may visit any of their assigned Early Voting Centers in their county, except in New

York City, where voters are assigned to one early voting site. Times vary by day. Go to
elections.ny.gov/early-voting

Then click on FIND YOUR EARLY VOTING POLLING PLACE and follow the prompts.

Early Voting in Florida

At a minimum, early voting must be offered starting on the 10™ day before the election and
ending on the 3™ day before the election. (October 24th through October 31st)

Early Voting Locations
2026 General Election General Election (Information will be available after October 4, 2026.
Go to dos.fl.gov/elections or call Division of Elections at 1.866.308.6739 (toll-free)



https://voterlookup.elections.ny.gov/
https://elections.ny.gov/early-voting
https://dos.fl.gov/elections

How to maximize your
NYSUT membership

Your NYSUT membership ofters special advantages unavailable to the general
public. Make sure you’re utilizing all the savings opportunities below provided

by NYSUT Member Benefits.

Member-Only Pricing: Protect your loved ones
with various life insurances. Plan for the future
with quality long-term care insurance plans.
Select from multiple highly rated auto and home
insurance carriers. Receive reimbursement for
eligible pet care through Nationwide.

Unbiased Advice: Ensure your financial and legal
affairs are in order. Receive expert guidance on
personal legal matters with unlimited advice from
attorneys through our legal service plan. Obtain
unbiased, objective phone consultations with a
certified financial planner or registered investment

advisor with our financial counseling program.

Travel Savings: Bundle and save on flights,

cruises, vehicle rentals, and over 850,000 hotels and
resorts for the optimal travel experience with MB
Discounts & Deals. Enjoy reduced pricing on over 80
explorations across 100 countries with Grand Circle
Travel & Overseas Adventure Travel, including new
“Immersions” options for more active travelers.

Free Benefits: Check out our free benefits! All
in-service and retiree members receive unlimited
access to the popular Calm app and can add up
to five dependents (age 16 or older). Whether
you have a specific matter or simply need an
empathetic voice, the Peer Support Line can help.
Other benefits include: $5,000 accidental death N .
& dismemberment insurance, travel assistance ’
services, financial learning center, and more. g

“at

Feel confident knowing you have
a trusted advocate on your side if
you ever need us.

Find out all that’s available from
Member Benefits. Scan the QR code,
visit memberbenefits.nysut.org, or
call 800-626-8101.

MEMBER
BENEFITS

nSu

Working to Benefit You

September/October 2026



